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May I know if the sufferings of hundreds of young men in jails weigh
upon your decision to take steps regarding mass civil disobedience? Do you
not think that they should be honourably acquitted as early as possible hav-
ing gained all that they fought for?
Certainly, and therefore it is that I have made their release
and stoppage of all barbarity the exclusive issue for mass civil dis-
obedience at the present moment.
Do you not expect Government to baffle your attempts by conniving at
your civil disobedience activities at least for a long time to come ? Can they not
forgo their land revenue or postpone it till some distant day rather than precipitate
an undesirable situation? What steps do you propose to take in that case?
Government can certainly do that. If they do, I will respect
their wisdom and restraint by refraining from taking any irritating
action. But that really means that, Bardoli having attained its
freedom, her example would be infectious and, unless Government
want to yield to popular opinion, they will make it a point of
prestige to collect revenue at the point of the bayonet.
Do you believe the Muslims of India will stick to the irreducible mini-
mum of the Congress demands with the same zeal even after the Khilafat
question is settled to their satisfaction?
I have not a shadow of doubt in my mind about it, if only
because what is gained in the matter of the Khilafat can only be
retained by a self-governing India untrammelled by any dictation
from Downing Street.
Do you notice any special characteristics of the peasantry of Bardoli?
I notice nothing special except the beautiful simplicity and
innocence of the Bardoli farmers.
Was the letter recently addressed to the Viceroy due to any sort of inspi-
ration from any of the members of the Malaviya Conference?
It was entirely my own creation. As a matter of fact the
members of the Working Committee were for a moment surprised at
what they considered was change of front, though I thought that
I had sufficiently prepared the ground in the Navajivan and Young
India. There is no change of front in the manifesto, but it is
simple adaptability to the exigencies of the situation. Supposing
you are making for a point and an impassable barrier has been
placed in your way by the enemy. Your point of attack is natural-
ly shifted and you will concentrate all your forces upon the barrier
before you make further progress. That is precisely what I have
done with the full approval of the Working Committee,